THE COMPLETED WORK OF ART 


Think about a single work of art that was created be- 
fore you were born. Do you know why you are thinking 
about the work of art about which you are now thinking? 
Why? What is the relationship of that work of art to 
the complete works of the artist in question? What 

is the relationship of that work of art to the works 
of one other creator of works of art who worked at the 
same time that the creator of the work about which you 
are currently thinking worked? Is the work of art 
about which you are currently thinking more highly re- 
garded by present-day critics than it was by those 
critics who were writing at the time when the work in 
question was created? Is the work of art about which 
you are currently thinking less highly regarded by 
present-day critics than it was by those critics who 
were writing at the time when the work in question 

was created? Is the work of art about which you are 
thinking the most important work of the artist in 
question? What do you know about the Homo sapiens 

who brought into existence the autonomous-aesthetic 
phenomenon about which you are thinking? Was the 

work of art in question created by an artist who began 
at an early age to create phenomena that are at the 
same time autonomous and aesthetic and who continued 
to create works of art more or less regularly through- 
out his life-time? Did the artist about whose work 
you are now thinking begin in mid-life to create works 
of art? Is the work of art about which you are think- 
ing the creation of an artist whose creative life is 
divided into two or more distinct periods of activity 
separated by a period or periods of relative inactivity? 
Is the work of art in question in that medium in which 
the artist in question most often worked? Was the work 
of art in question created during an historical period 
in which the primary will-to-art was the will-to-em- 
pathy? Was the work of art in question created during 
an historical period in which the primary will-to-art 
was the will-to-abstraction? Are you at the moment 
thinking about the work of art in question or its cre- 
ator? In choosing the work of art that you did did 
you first think about an artist and then think about 
one of his works of art or did you first think about 
the work of art? Have you ever appreciated aestheti- 
cally the autonomous-aesthetic phenomenon about which 
you are currently thinking? When was the last time 
that you thought about the work of art in question? 
When was the last time that you thought about another 
of the works of art created by the artist in question? 





